he must leave compromises to others.’ . . Mr. George 


is not.a scientist, not an unbiassed economist. : . He 
is the creator and head of a party, and’as such he ‘must 
be judged.” “I confess that most of my criticisms of 


George were made in the belief that he claims the title | 


of a scientific reformer and challenges analysis and 
close scrutiny of his conclusions with the confidence 


| of deep conviction. I should not take much interest 


ee Cen anyone. doubt the advantages of govern 
mental managomert of the postal — 


folloving remark of. Spencer: The. progress: from 
deepest ignorance to highest enlightenment is a pro- 

- grees from entire unconsciousness of law to the convic- 
tion that law is universal and inevitable.” It is hard 
to understand, how —— vf majoritism and be- 


; for. manufacturing laws to — but, * the contrary, I 


must be interpreted as a complete endorsement of the 
Anarchistic ‘idea that true order is the: offspring of 
liberty. 

' Liberty’s new serial, which will probably be begun 
in No. 146, will bear the following iitle: “Free Politi- 
cal Institutions: an abridgment and rearrargement 
cf Lysander Spooner’s ‘Trial by Jury’ by Victor 
Yarros.” Spooner’s celebrated work has long been out 
of print, and Mr. Yarros thinks that in its new. form 
the book, originally written for ihe parpose of estab- 
lishing the correct principles of j jury trials and but in- 
cidentally discussing the subject of political freedom, 
-will be a splendid instrument for. the popularization of 


Anarchistic ideas of liberty and social organization as 
those who ignorantly ‘ 


or dit as a deadly weapor 


in the rant of a demagogue and party chief who in- 
vents catch-phrases and war-cries with the sole view of 
stirring up the enthusiasm of the thoughtless. Be this 


| as it may, Geéorge, if correctly represented, has curious 


notions of the duty of leaders. it seems that they are 


! bouad to stubbornly maintain and defend any position 


| they have assumed even at the sacrifice of reason and 
logic, and that to admit errors and correct them is to 
“ compromise.” Ordinary people i imagine that no con- 
sideration can rise higher than that of always follow- 
ing the truth. And they would declare that, if George 
is really alive to the defects in his schemes, he is both 
dishonest and silly in trying to shut his eyes and pro· 
tending pee ie is his critics who are blind or insincere. 


“What Anarchists Want.” 
The article given below is issued as a ‘Teaflet by A. Tarn, 
Liberty’s agent at Birmingham, England. 


Anarchists aim at the abolition of monopolies, _ They be- 
lieve (and. challenge any one to prove the contrary) that 
these are the cause of the present unnatural distribution of 
wealth. 

The monopolies which have the most injurious effect upon 
society are the foliowing: 

Land monopoly, 

-- Banking: monopoly, 

Patent monopoly. .: 

These are maintained by yet a fourth, — viz., the monopoly 
of physical rgd in the shape of the standing army and 
police... 

:- Monopoly of land is che foundation of rent. 

. Monopoly of the currency is the foundation of interest. 

The’ Anarchisis differ from ‘the State Socialists in seeking 
to abolish these monopolies, whereas the lctter aim, ‘not at 
abolishing them, but at ‘simply intensifying them. ‘Thus, the 
State Socialists would’ abolish’ the ‘system of maintaining 
‘private individuals in the possession of monopolies by. mak- 
ing the land, means of labor, ‘&e., directly:a monopoly of the 
State, so that: the government. should itself levy the rent.and 


interest accruing from these monopolies. The Anarchists go 


exactly the other way to work. 
All upholders of:government are Llinded by the — er- 


‘nur which is at ‘the foundation of so:much social misery, — 


} the error, namely; which establishes. one moral cote for the 


individual and another for the institution called government. 
Thus government, which i is supposed. to be necessary to're- 


‘| :press-theft, violence, ‘aad raurder, finds ‘no other way of 


¢ | Maintaining itself but by tue committal of like acts; and the 
| State Socialists go a step further, and, after fami against 
"* | ‘the iniquity of rent aud Interest when levied by private indi- 
viduals, propose asa remedy that government should under- 


ds body. principles which are oppose: 
of social order. No government can be main- 


umstances, are called thet and. robbery. 

ine: or superhoman Bbout a government 
code: is applicable to it?” Do we. Protest 
Hbilit 


qu2stion of perfonaing for ourselves. 
governments at present monopolize. 


“questions: which we have to’ solve | are the | 


currency, the ‘land, and the police. - 


the people and 
present. absurd m 


‘With regard to the land, this -Ansrchis : 
abolishing ‘all law — to it; eovecially are they 


body to kick and a soul to damn, in both ot 


‘officialism is deficient. And why on earth: ‘ 


people of Birmingham. Anarchists fail to B06. ; 

The levying of rent, whether by private individ e by 
guvernments, is perfectly unjustifiable and unnecessary, and | 
| the proposals of State Socialists, based on their beloved Ri-_ 


vidnals and with the working of natural laws. The nat 

law regarding land is plain enough, —namely, that, where : 
land is. most fertile or most advantageously situate, there’. 
the population is densest, and the amount which any indivi- 
dual can hold is least, whilst in a barren part of the country 
or oné disadvantagecusly situate one perecn can hold wid 5 
tracts. -The simple explanation of rent is that it is a sw “dle 
arising out of.a monopoly. 

The question of personal protection is not so difficult; The 
present police system offers the least possible incentive to 
the members of the force to perform their functions. ' They 
would doubtless do their work far more efficiently if they 
formed a free assceiation in each district, or if each police- 
man were an independent man. It need hardly be pointed 
out that the object which governments have in monopolizing 
the police and military force is to enable these institutions 
to maintain bane hg and thereby perpetuate { the privileges 
of the few. ; 

When once these ‘monopolies are abolished, the necessity : 
for: State interference in other matters, such as education, 
workshop inspection, &c., will fall through, since these in- 
terferences'are only necessary’ to patch up the present. ays · 
tem. of monopoly ; and the evils of our present economic 
system are only to be eradicated. by attacking monopoly at 
the root, and not by piling on the agony of State interference. 

: Peace on earth and goodwill amongst men are very desir- 
able. They are not however to be brought about by acts of 
parliament, but by recognizing the good = maxim, “MIND 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS,.’”” 


“LIBERTY ENLIGHTEN, ING THE WORLD.” 


. ‘Hard by the ferry’s rail I stood, one night, 
And ‘saw the beacon gleam across thé bay, 
Of that fair statue bravely raiséd to say: · 

O Brain, and Hand, be Free! —in words of light; 
But as I-looked, no statue met my sight, 
Only a ubapeless shade that seemed to stay 
Atween the glorious torch-star, sweet aa day, 
And where Wht poacotal uhsne poleiy white. 


A symbol this, it seemed to mo; forsoeth 

The world lies wan beneath high Freedom's flame, 
And, dazzled, Knows not yet her form, nor grace; 
Her torch to men is but a torch in trath; 

Few read as yet her lines of healing fame — 

Too darx ‘Too moon! — the morrow sore her fine, 


— 





HE MASQUERADE. 
ee Continued from No. 143. 

He carried tho child into the small room and came back. 

“ Now,” said he, “I will go up and —— before she returns.” 

He went behind his stairs to get some fresh flowers, which he put in the place 
of the old ones on Marie’s bureau, and then said, as he left the room: 

“T will leave the. door ajar, so that ] may hear the baby better if he should cry.” 

And he went up to his lodgings radiant with happiness. 


Father Jean had scarcel 

‘eil:emerged from the shado 

“She has gone out; I must 
_ She crossed the working-git 
child. concealed under her vei 
In her flight she m 
the:rag-picker, who, coming o 
ing and saying: ee : 
“ *¥¢ seems to me that I hear somebody coming up. I¢ is Mam’zelle Marie, no 
‘d vill ‘ati r she does not find me at my post, she will scold me. 
en. 
nd he continued to smoke for a few moments. 
— suddenly realizing this impropriety, he quickly put his pipe back in his 
“The devil!” he exclaimed; “one should net smoke here.” 
_ He went to look down the stairway. a 
“Ah! this time there is som iy” 
modern. os 
Camille stood. before him. : 
. “Mademoiselle Marie is not at home?” asked the young man, a little 
em! iy oT prea re 

_. “No, Monsieur, she has just gone out,” answered Jean, testily. 

“To remain long?” 

“T think not.” 

The rag-picker, after twisting his beard discontentedly, grumbled to himself: 
“Come, things cannot go on in this way. I must speak to him.” 

“And aloud: — 

“Tf you wish to wait for her, be seated; if not, I will transact your business for 

ou.” . i a3 ee ; 2 
: “Thank you,” Camille hastened to say, “I will wait. It is so comfortable in 
this little room. It is to me a sort of Jouvence bath. Here I breathe I know not 
what perfume of virtue that calms the ‘sinses and invigorates the heart. I am. 
born again. What a contrast with our world! There proprieties and rights, here 

nature and duties. Ah! here is real life, that which gives a good conscience . . . 
. ‘here only would I begin mine over again if I had the courage . . . I would find 
at last: whet I seek, rest in order, esteem in love, and security in happiness. But 
um I still worthy of these?'. . .. And can I be happy? Everything speaks to me 
-of her, —her voice, her gesture, her virgin an omnipotent magic that zenews 
my strength. ‘This pure life, so simple and so ful}, so useful to others and to self, 
this vestal lamp, this work-table, this shining thimble, this little needle as smooth 
ae. her fairy hand .. everything enchants me and draws me with a magnet’s 
5 ‘orcee.”” ‘ oe: rae ' ; 

He took the. needle out of the cushion. 

_ “Poor little sword that serves her to conquer her two great enemies, — poverty 
and temptation, What valor! The moral sense, like the others, grows by exer- 
cise. If I'may trust abpearanees, this is the entire support of her chaste and sober 
life. ‘These are the tools of her toil, the weapons of her struggle, 
her victory, the witnesses of her honor!” > 
“OHI yes, indeed; I guarantee you that,” said Jean. “It goes from morning till 
_ evening and from evening till morning . . . and fast enough to wear the flesh off 

‘her bones.” ··. —— F 
“So much the better!” exclaimed Camille, joyfully. 

- “You laugh?” asked the iekor. 

Camille explained himsel GRR od © cpg 
“T-laugh and weep at the ‘ou:-give mé so much joy and pain at once. 
Labor is the guardian-angel of her ‘ ather Jean. It is necessary... but... 

not too much! And has she always lived. by her toil?” =. 
then, if you: please er bread 


” she exclaimed, ina hissing voice. 
d the smaller one, came beek with ths 

i, carrying him away hastily. 
kK, and the noise attracted the attention of 
pushed into the room in his turn, listen- 


said he. “It is she.... No, it is the 


is eaten here. I tell 


~ you say, she does not alway 
ball is euicient to show.” 
6 


morning, as the night of the 
es, once, I n was heeded. That's ali I 


ood 


il 


the pledges of. 


m morning till evening, as. 


k you, Monsieur, there is 
the t floor.” 


naturally, 2s her. 


the liberty 


| definitively today, and you must give me a fina] 


“heart.” beh Ge 
- Marie, confused, went away from e 


... the... since we are alone ... to ask you just what you 
with her.” : oe — 
Camille looked at him with his clear, straightfory 

“ And because of that respected title which I ack ge as yours, Father 
I shall answer you frankly... Isaw Mlle. Marie ball, T loved her, it is y 
simple; I have risked death for her sake; I can no longer dive without her, and 
am poig te break off my marriage”. . . * 

“To maarry her?” asked Jean, quickly. 

“Qh, no, -1 Dove her,” cried Camille, . : 

“Al! ah! Acd you would marry her, if you did not love her?” 

“Perhaps, Father Jean; marriage, they say, is the grave of love, and I do not 
wish to bury mine.” ae 

“There you are! the world reversed,” laughed the rag-picker; “what is good 
with us is bed with you.”. 

“As you say... Iam ready, moreover, to make any sacrifice for her. Iam a 
man of honor. ... Understand me well. I will make hers an honorable lot, free 
and happy for the rest of her days.” . — 

“ That’s clear,” rejoined Jean. “Jt is your will. 
Now it remains to find’out Mlle. Marie’s will.” 

“Undoubtedly,” said Cami ; 


rd eyes, and frankly ans 


| The king says: 


“Here then at last is one who:does not 
“unless she values herself at.a higher figure th 
been such cases, hey, old sage?” = 

“Ah! what's that you say?” muttered the 
you mistake white for black. . . And loo! 
throwing her at your head, she is as good 

He and then resumed with gro‘ 

—— — Hat you do 
world, do not marry: when you love; ‘yor 
make her a ruined girl lik y 


g-girll She cannot rise to you; you descend 

to dishonor her. Much obliged! Since we have ha 

‘as she is, if you please. You will not die in consequence. Come, 

a little upright! You have carriages, and we have no shoes; you bav 

and we have no beds; you have dogs fed on meat, and we hay: 

short, you have everything and we nothing... And xe I 

that is left to us, our sole and only possession, honor. Do not be r 

will not pass from us, I assure you; it is my right and my duty to rl gp ou 

I was unable to save the father, but I swore to guard the daughtzr, the child of 2, 

poor man who died in your service.” : — 
Camille started with surprise, while Jean continued: : 
“Did you ever think of aiding her before you saw her? No. Well, then, do. 
Far from the eyes, far from the heart. 


not think of it now in order to rnin her. 

See her no more. There are plenty of others, unfortunately, who ask nothing bet- 
ter than to be yours. I know very well of course that it is what you cannot have 
that you want. You are all like that. You want her, poverty aidiug, for a day, a 
month, a year. You pay bythe hour . . . when you pay at all. And then become 
what she may! Abandoned, with accounts square... with shame... and 
crime to hide it. At that price you are to be guarded. Jean’s word for it, the 
child of your man of toil will not be your ‘daughter of joy.’ No, Marie Didier. 
cannot be your wife; she shall not be your mistress. I tell you that I will not. 
have it so; that she will not have it so; that neither father nor mother, nor God 
nor Devil, nor Jean, will have itso. As long as there is any breath left in my body, 


‘that shall not be.” 


“Father Jean, you speak somewhat bitterly,” said Camille, not knowing what 
to answer, and seriously shaken by this revelation of popular honesty. === 

“Well, what do you t?” concluded Jean, “I am not all sugar as she is, but 
ill-tempered enough to defend her. Believe me, Monsieur Camille, change your 
intentions, or leave her.as she is . . . and let us be; friends.” . i. 

He interrupted himself. Marie had just entered suddenly, without noticing the 


yourg man’s presence. — 
“father Jean! I have the money!” she exclaimed, joyfully. “But I had to 
pawn everything, — watch and ring.” ay 

Then, noticing Camille, she said: “Ah! Monsieur Berville!”’ and maintained a 
confused silence... F 

“Now I am in the way,” said Jean, aside. “I must go out, but not relax my 
watch... They will come to an understanding better alone . . . and I will listen to 
everything as I smoke my pipe. ... What is said is said,” said he to Camille. 
: idee se oot, and — — vi the landing...” : 

s conversation was taken up again by the youn poeple et Mae 

“T was. waiting for you, Mademoiselle,” said Cami, — ae 
ans Time | es.” 
y the hand and leading her before her mirror, fe contia wea 
is beauty, once seen by a man’s eye, can ever be effaced from his 


Taking her 
“Tell me if t 


~: “Yes, Monsieur, as from this 
“This glass has no heart, ac 
your. image, whatever. hap 
as I have often told you 
one else’... . with a 
To love you as you de 
know it |... and I: 
~ “Oh! Monsieur, stop,’ farie, wit 

“I am frank with you,” said the young 
“Be so with me. Im 
I give it to you. 1 wa 

ou? We are no 
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Marie, in a semi-swoon, had crossed the Rue Seinte Marguerite and wa 


























— 


5 then? Tet. aa? nsisted Caniille, sorrowfull 












“I will be as frank a, Monsieur Camille,” anid | Marie; “let us drop the down the Faubourg Saint-Antoine, hurried along at full speed by the o 
matter forever. Ye ie abies me...and cannot”... had to defend their prey against the insu'ts and threats of who 
«Jean upon the ines reatinre ¢ , a8 he heard this declaration. | beak and claws, * once taking the accusation for the fact and governed by 1 


- 4Do not finish... understand,” said vatnille with a bitterness that was full | instead of reaso a 
: ' She has: Killed her child!” ‘This phrase flew around her, repeated from mouth 
to mouth, preceding her, following her, escorting her, causing all heads to turn and 
even more | than this old man... . Yes, I am mis- | all eyes to glare upon her. : 
only of love and happiness. Iti is not enough to| “Oh! the coward!” cried a womén “T have brought up seven, and not my own 
her, to devote to her ny ‘entire life, to renounce | either.” 
that I poss ‘She aspires to some- “T have ted five, wretch,” shouted another, “all killed by war or hunger, but 
— at Inst. © All this resistance is made | not one b o 
S Poor } — * She be at her head under this undeserved sing cal death to 
her aid and. not believ'ag it possible to survive this’ atrocious unciation by 
blinded and pitiless mo >. < 
Lost'in the flood of’ ‘he curious, hidden. in the: ‘rear of the throng, bat raisi 
a themselves up now’ anil then in order to lose ‘nothing of the spectacle, a 
* went on Camille, “ provided you | masked vith ‘a —— or and a woman entirely: * with s. ick black 
@ satisfaction of that ambition. gliding like shadows. the side of the houses, hay 
: ‘police, capture, and peo 









; ou ‘88 a asked Marie. ot eal ey 8 “by agreemen 
x y is ha een yal row?" said + 
BOE F or sole reply the man slipped 
y is suspicion. and made ‘her 9 sign to leave him, 
e! And let your conscience jud e| “Ah! thank you,” — ahe, with 
rank, anor. your possessions, ' ¢ it? Twenty ‘thousand? ° Not ‘the 
“| these bits of paper.” — 
Then, after a’ pause; she ‘co! 
|. “Saying errors. 7 am sure: _ eon 
Vit esate tes ane paper shoal be lackin: 


“She —e— her phrase pag ban apt 
’.*T now have the means of —— 


, and smashed his. ae ogninet the 
astounded : 

onately, “that Llove you fois’ your- | mar: 
ur, for preferring — love to. amy | 


with her hands. She was about to resume her inalguating remarks. i 
“utterance: to’ bis ‘heart in hia | Ee ay Yo ‘the man, in tone of decision.” “ “Verify” the amount, poc 

Fell, ney Mavia, it shall not beac .| “She took the amount for granted, alipped the package into her ooket, and 

cu. a ashy In m giving me sil tebe, tols stress upon this delicate procee 

y he art to the level of your own; |. ‘ * Ine must aye confidence in this wor a “My Godt what shoald we c 

iw” 

pe And, ‘bowini humbly she disappeared, and the ran did the same. 

‘Meanwhile —— ‘Camille, who had started at full speed, were drawin; 

ant | Marie ey caught up with her on the run, as the 6 01 topped t befc 

‘blockade of earriages and sp tors. The crowd had grown like 

ball as it moved: slong, turnin ing in into an. avalanche and — the old a id 8 





{ ice: 
baron would rectify. 
3 would not: ‘want ake rui 
















































ring, ‘pledge of n my ‘love and ot my 





sl hae ing, ne ade for the other. Yes, ‘ery: EES — 
reac, Marie Didier shall be Madame Berville.” “Away with her!” i ae 
twined in each other’s arma. — An empty cab siood a few steps away. The commis: — who 


WAN right!” he o That's the ws talk. “With that understanding I 
ce I ‘om no | pposition. Father Jean gives ‘his — Monsicur 
Camille, hat of — wved handsomely. Your 

AC 
liey. For life cr death, Monsieur 


fe 
Camille gave his’ hand 6 Toa, kissed Marie’ 's — and went out, escorted by 
her: to the : 
Marie returned to Jean. fe 
“Obl how happy I am!” suid sho. «He makes me beliove all that he sa sand 


walking in advance, summoned it and succeeded with great 
“The crowd closed u — behind him, barring | the 3 way against Marie an 


At first the presence of the magistrate had held this furious mob i in + cbeok, eve 
the women, which is ‘not: easy when the maternal: ‘instinct is: aroused ; but- now 
officers, deprived of their chief, were obliged to release Marie i in the middle ofa. 
pitiless * pressing in ‘to stifle her. “ 

He, not as strong as Father Jon, but quicker, was the first to penetrate the 
crowd: ie shield the youn Ae 

“Ah! her lover,” squeake a woman’ 8 voice. se Mossion came to gee: her ‘every 


in i a 






wish all that he My Ged! he makes me mad with joy. [than you. day." 
Father Jean, let me embrace y : : his: denunciation’ — “ the anger of the assailants, and, there being re 
. She embraced Jean, and thon | — toward the adjoinin room. Mossieu” in the case, the men too joined in. Insults: rained, and even. fists were 





* Ah! poor child, love has caused him to be forgotten. * is now my y second shaken; -the officers were submerged in the ever-rising Sood: 
thought: cw. I must return him to the nurse with the mon ae ‘was raised against. the victim. 
She went into the room and “Touch he or I will kill you,” suddenly roared & voice of flinader. 


returned in bewilderment. * 
“Ah! — — child! my child! where oe Jean, my child?” And Jean: — aside, hustled, aud. upset the men and women in iin pat 
_ “What?” exclaimed Jean, in astonishment. . ' | throwing down or trampling upon those ‘who resist — 
Et is her father,” said a m “This is his affai 
ack oe ; Th ‘word. (dered b — by Gro ws a neut 
—— stai stairs, approaching Marie’ * rooms, word lover u ⸗ — TOW are su 
¥ veel officers 4 in citizens’ rooms the moral sense. — y 
— ** reappeared. bebuiad | -. Yes, she is my: danghter; inne innocent and 80 
Marie, 


. And: after: a last ve he seized 
ate his arm toward her, “ you: are | a and deposited — 















of the window and ‘daa’ —— lifting. ths: ria 
The carriage started; and was’ 

“Let us follow them,” cried C od ter Joan's sang word, 

yar] arrest you. ”» . And leap — with him into aca! he shouted to ‘the driver: 

mand fal falling backw A Pohowt ou — have a Be R ae 


i the fainting young girl and raised her head upen 5 





and apraoi her toward his pack of police 
















8 to carry Marie avay, which 
8 resistance... 







The: commissary of lice, 
| rest, reéntered his: off fol 
indifference usual 


officers who had held them in 
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“In. abolishing rent’ and interest, the last vestiges Of old-time 
sen, the: Revolution | atolishes a i 


— nt Mel ‘thee : of the elerx. 
cis gi rc, ch omy rn nn 
her heel. = PROUDHOR. ase 


.-LIBERTY. 1+ 


own private conception not only of his personal happF 


ness, but of the highest good of the social organism, 
the question naturally arises whether the individual 
ought not to be free‘ to follow his inclinations and en- 
lightened judgment. Should the principles of social 
existence be defined by the ballot-box and the brute 
force back of it, or shall we trust to the spontaneous 
sympathies and sober sense of men for the voluntary 
recognition of equal liberty and equity? To decide 
right by force may seein very convenient, but it is not 
philosophical, scientific, or even safe: The Anarchist, 
realizing that the iaterests of rational beings are iden- 
tical, that the social instinct revolts against injustice 
end urges solidarity and impartiality, and that liberty 
invariably conduces to the cultivation of a sense of re- 


+ | sponsibility and self-discipline, does not hesitate to 
| reject all authoritarian methods of securing the reign |. 


 eoncelvable. Then, who would not rather have a portion 
his wealth confiscated than have the whole of it outlawed? 
Invasion under such circumstances is more bumanitarien 
than complete alienation. 

Furthermore I must repeat that the “quantitative import- 
ance”’ has no bearing upon the question as to the attitude 
society should assume in relation to rent. A question ot 
principle is here involved. Where an exclusive right to the 
use of land is recognized, an economic power, born of self- 
interest, and against which all social agreements are power- 
less, will prompt the offer of rent. ‘‘ The problem society 
has to solve”? consists, not inthe suppression of this offer, 
but ‘n its regulation. The question, therefore, asserts itself, 
shall this rent benefit the tew, or shall it go to all those 
whos presence requires use of inferior — 
making rent possible fi : it bo 
squarely | met. Shall 

the 


of justice and equality. The evolutionary philosophy | | 


and the policy of State Socialism can never be recon- | 


= _ | ciled. A consistent evolutionist is an Anarchist, and 


then being governed largely by tres of oo 


- To consequence of an illness of the editor, from 
hich he has not yet fully recovered, the present issue 

of Liberty contains little or nothing from his pen and 
‘long ‘delayed ‘in its appearance. He hopes to be 

soon at his desk again, and to publish the following 
umber more nearly on time. 


Freedom and Development. 
A Denver correspondent of the“ Workmen’s Advo- 
cate,” Henry Cohen, deals mechanical and compulsory 
Socialism a mortal blow in the following very bricf 
communication : 

State Socialists sra fond of quoting the following from 
Spencer’s “ Ethics”: “The relation of structures are actu- 
ally auch that by the help of a central regulative system 
each organ is supplied with’ blood in proportion to the work 
it does": 

The stomaci:, liver, brain, etc., did not have to elect this 
central regulrtive system in the body physical. It was a 
system of “cold, universal laissez faire,” a3 Carlyle would 
say. If the body physical has been able to develop under a 
free system to this highly advanced state, what reason have 
Socialists for believing that the body politic will not develop 
in the same way, if the same system of freedom would 
prevail? 


The editor of the “ Advocate” attempts to reply: 


It is a revelation to hear that State Socialists are fond of 
quoting Speacer, although many do recognize an iniprove- 
ment in his “ Ethica” over his “Social Statics.” The com- 
parison of the unconscious organs of the human body with 
. intelligent beings, however, is a dernier resort, although per- 


haps quite applicable in isolated cases. A part of the very | 


liberty: which our corr wpondant evidently craves is the in- 


2 philosophical Anarchist is an evolutionist. 
ve¥. 


Neither Life Nor Death. 
Only a newspaper item : ; 
Clarence Gore, eighteen years old, strong, and comfortably 


dressed, was arrested Saturday night for begging. He told 


‘Gan we conceive a} 
value of. those things th that 


Justice Patterson at the Jefferson market court this morning | ¢ 


that he had arrived from Illinois on Thursday, couldn’t find 
work, and was without money. 
beg,’’ said the justice. *‘ Fined ten dollars.’’ 


As we know no other way of obtaining the means 
of subsistence than eiti.2r work, begging, or stealing, 
and as a man deprived of the opportunity of work is 
declared by the sapient justice to sti! be without ex- 
cuse for begging, it would sezm that the solemn repre- 
sentative of law and order covertly recommends theft. 
Yet this is hardly possible; :1d. doubtless, had this 
same man been arraigned for robbery, he would have 
received a very severe punishment. What, then, is to 
be done? What becomes of the right to life guaran- 
teed by the Constitution? Evidently nothing ‘is left 

to the modern victims of capitalistic exploitation and 
usurpation but to seek deliverance in death. The 
right to life having become a dead letter, an empty 
phrase, must we make use of the right to death? But 
no such right exists. Suicide is a crime, since the citi- 
zens belong, not to themselves, but to the final owner 
of all, the State. So it is our duty to live, though we 
are not allowed to do anything that would enable us 
to perform our duty. The question is no longer “To 
be or not to be?” but we are required to discover a 
state which would be neither being nor not-being. 
The bourgeois world has long been a stage for heart- 
rending tragedy; is it now developing into a farcical 
absurdity? V. ¥. 


Ricardo’s Theory of Rent. 
To the Editor of Liberty: 
The effort of Mr. Yarros in your issue of January 19 to ee- 


}| tablish ‘‘a better mutual understanding as to the meaning 


attached to the term Anarchism " brings us s0 nearer ¢o this 


point, from the fact that tbs definition he gives is indefinite. 


No distinction is shown ortween social and political non-in- 


Now, the information of the able editor i is very > ln: 
‘ited indeed if he is not even aware that in Gronlund’s 


terference, both tecms raising to the conduct of an associa- 
tion of persons. Nor can equity be urged as a distinguishing 
feature, since political interference may be, and frequently 


| is, of an equitable character, hence in harmony with the law 


- | of equal freedom. Even the plea for the reign of free con- 
: tract does not help the case, since the offer of rent for an ex- 


Ro reason why you should : 


fully this law can be wielded agi 
finance and capital profit. °° 
- In order to reconcile “the sligual contradiction 
tion between the logic of international free | ; 
logic of inland taxation of rent’’ it must first be shown the! 
there is such s contradiction. In’my opinion the natic 
ization af rent will be the: natural outcome of free competi- 
tion unde a social organization based upon the law of equal 
liberty. 

How can «he desirable cost-principle of value be introduced, 
if, for. illustration, the better wheat costs leas to produce than 


the poorer ? Should we shackle competition so that the supe- oo 


rior must be sold at a lower price than the inferior? Of 
course not. Then a natural solution should rather be ‘wel- 
comed than repelled. If, under free competition, thoee who 
compete for the control of the chances to raise the better 
wheat (which, as premised, requires less labor to raise ‘than 
the pocser) ‘are willing to pay for the privilege, in the form 


_of rent, ‘an amount. that will raise the cost of production 


practically to the market value, realizing the cost principle 
oi value, why should we insist upon reserving this ‘Opportun- 
ity for the favored few, and not give it to those who. are wil- 
ling to pay the moet for it? : 
The maxims of the new scbool, in so far as they are di- 
rected against economic laws which are beyond human con- 
trol, are conducive to social stability no more than the present 
belie? in the reproductive powers of capital, and a proper | 
understanding of and adherence to equity remains the only 
way enabling the establishment of a stable form of society. 
Eaost, 


ot course I must believe Egoist m he states that my 
“effort ’’ to advance the discussion resulted, so far as its of- 
fect upon him. was concerned, in failure; but I assert that it 
is due to no fault of mine. My definition was as definite and 
clear as it is possible to give to a term covering such a broad 


ste rnin to sgh of oer ‘tone 





albility of an intelligent. canvass of the Issues involved in 
| Anarchism. . 
Egoist having manifested a decided inclination to rehvarse 
the:part of the aforesaid intelligent reader, I thought it ad- 
‘isable to explain in a general. way just what our groands 
( | anticipations ond aspirations are. It was chiefly my 
intention to make it cleay that the evolutionary standpoint 
is the only one from which t 
principles in opposition to a 
and voluntaryism, My di 
" elal non-interference may 
exemplary definitences ant 


ority and a reliance on Hherty 


fentific thinker may develop: 


between political and so- 
been characterized by 


LIBERTY. 2 


as puerile to rigorously regulate life by the abstractions of 
this “‘scienee.’”’ Arnold Toynbee (who pronounced Ricardo’s 
ductrine a “ huge intellectual imposture '’) protested strongly 
againot the thoughtless talk so freely indulged in not only 
by complacent bourgeois in justification of their greed and 
inhumanity but by peeudo-economista and learned defenders 
of capitalism, 10 the effect that the maxims and laws of poli- 
tical economy :nust be implicitly obeyed and followed with- 
out regard to non-cconomic motives. Even Mill would now 
and then mildly express a similar disapproval. Political eco- 
nomy as a hypothetical science is one thing; real economic 
relations are quite a different thing. The first unqueation- 


| ably has its uses; but in life that which the economic stand- 


| point ignores or dismisses as “ disturbing causes’ or simple 


“exceptions” often have greater weight in determining our 


| actions than the considerations taken cognizance of in poli- 


|| tical economy. Abstractly, the Ricardian theory presents 


great attractions to the mind, but the perverse complications 
of life damage fearfully the beauty and symmetry and fault- 
leas grace of that logical air-castle. Now, as laissez faire is 
safer than interference; as there are always more substantial 
reasons and more positive grounds required for action than 
for inaction, for innovation than for conservation, and as.in 
doubtful cases the old haz more ri§ht to respect than the un- 
tried, it appears reasonable to conclude that, until the advo- 


| cates of confiscation of rent adva ice more incontestable and 


direct evidence of the connectio:.. between social evils and 
& system of free landholding (in our sense), our policy to- 
wards ‘ them should be one of passive resistance. 

V. Yarros. 


Cranky Notions. 
* Governments are necessary evils. This necessity arises 


Ont of (he Seldehnens fod Sranlaity ot peaking. This is 


— reeder ti regard to our view of association and co- 
poration that he supposed me 0 ‘placed. : 
‘After laying down. general principles, I took up the parti- 
ular: ‘question of economic 1ent and showed that # society 
resting on mutuality and liberty would guide itself in settling 
ifficulties arising ‘out of natural obstacles and inequalities 


cannot) sustain the contrary. | Yes, “ & question of principle 
s here involved,” ‘the principle of non-interference. Shall 
en posseseed of a deep and well-founded distrust of artific- 
ialism and officialism nevertheless hasten to avail themselves 
f the same whenever any alight inequality due to purely 6x- 
ternal physical causes disturbs the social ideal of perfect 
equality of opportanity? ‘Or shall they let well alone in ail 
instances not very seriously affecting social stability? This 
question of ‘‘shall’’ of course resolves itself into the one of 
‘will’ or “are likely,”’ and to me it seems absolutely indis- 
“putable that they would then, as now most sensible men do, 
prefer to suffer from known evils than to try unknown ones. 
Is Egoist aware that economic rent is not the same as mo- 

-mopoly rent, and that our discussion is entirely confined to 

“the former? If he is, why does he seek to introduce the irre- 

levant fact of collectors’ readiness to undertake the collection 

of rent at a commission of ten per cent. or leas? The pre- 
sent ayst2ms of landholding and finance can hardly, I think, 
be compared to the system contemplated by us, with occupa- 

_ tion and personal use aa the title to land and an abundance 

t capital. Besides, the supposition that the expense of <ol- 

‘lection might exceed the proceeds accruing from the rent I 

only made “for the sake of the argument.” 

-~ Egoiat surprises : me when he claims that no contradiction 
has as yet been found between land taxation and free trade. 
‘thought that the contradiction was plainly brought out 

in the quotationfrom Mr.. Rally, subjoined to my first article 

> Bpon the matter in hand... 


Politics for Young Ame- 
ricans.”” Tom’ Paine and. itis anid the same thing. be- 
fore him. It is tho political. creed. of millions of men who 
call themselves democrats, and it is believed by millions more. 
who really do not knoy what. they. are. ° It has got to be an 


axiom with that school that sees the evils of government and 


ia either too near-sighted or too. timid to be reasonable and. 
consistent with itself. Is it true that governments are neces- 
sary evils? Cana thing be necescary: and evil at the same 
time? A. thing that is necessary is.absolutely essential. 
Food and air and shelter.are things necessary. for the exist- 
ence of animal life.. They cannot be dispensed with. It 
would be at least a stretch of imagination to say they were 
evils.. And yet why not call these evils as well as any other 
necessary thing?» Their necessity arises from our wants, 
just the same as any other necossity arises, and anything that 
satisfies wauts can hardly be called an evil. It seems to me 
that the aociul democrats are more logical than Mr. Nordhoff 
and his kind. They hold that governmert is a necessary 
good. It strikes me that, if a thing be necessary, it must be 
good; and, per contra, evil things are not necessary. That 
government is an evil Mr. Nordboff et ais have clearly 
shown, and to be consistent they must declari against gov- 
ernment, must declare for Anarchy. From this conclusion 
there seems to me no escape. 


“But there must be taxes raised for public improvements, 
and there must be compulsion to make those pay who will 
not pay otherwise. How in the worid would we build sewers 
without doing this?” This is what was put to me the other 
day, and it is put repeatedly as a stunner to the Anarchist. 
But are sewers necessary? Under freedom would people 
crowd together on twenty-feet lots, as they do in Cincinnati, 
on which possibly live half a dozen people? Think of it! 
half a dozen human beings living on a piece of land twenty 
feet wide by possibly eighty feet long! And they may be 
even thicker than that in New York, Chicago, and other 
cities. It seems incredibie that under Anarchy such a con- 
dition could exist. The rational view seems to me that each 
family would have elbow-room were there ro restrictions. 
A balf an acre of s0 is not too much for a family merely for 
living purposes, and fow families bat what like to raise 


| flowers or vegetables of some sort. Are sewers necessary 


where wo are not crowded together. like cattle in a car? 


-, The refuse that now rans through the sewers into the lakes 


and oceans is what is necded on the land to keep it produc- 


._ | tive, and*how long can the land etand it to be drained of its 


productive power ?. The matter that accumulates around an 


me -ordinary household would not become offensive or dangerous, 


were: the peopls not crowded so closely together. On the 
contrary, it would be the very means of enriching the soil 
and beautifying the home. Victor Hugo, in ‘Les Misér- 
ables,’”’ says that Paris casts twenty million francs annually 
‘into the sea by means of its sewers, and estimates that 
France alone pours every year into the Atlantic a sum equal 
‘to five hundred millions of francs. Liebig says that the 
Campagr: Bee can al — And 


our guardians at Washington can imagine we can get along 
without the balance of the 17,000 I really am at a loss to 
know. Goodness gracious! when they know that some pao- 
ple get rich by having Jaws passed in their interests, how 
could they overlook the importance of passing a bill for 
every iudividual in the country, and then, don’t you see. 
every one of us would ba rich. This neglect on their part 
is certainly to be deplored; and Iam inciined to think inex- 
cusable, As it isnow, I witb others have to work in a badly 
ventilated room, where one either suffers from fou] air and 
heat or pains caused by draughts of cold air. The industrial 
conditions that compel us workpeople to stand these things 
unfs.ccable to health snd comfort are the result of Jaws, of 
course, but can’t our ‘aw manufacturers do.as much as the 
man did who went to mill on a donkey and. equalized the 
burden on the donkey’s back by putting the wheat in one 
end of the bag and stones in the other? What if we do get 
the end with the stones in? _Isn’t the equalization of burdens 
& good thing? And can't burdens ‘be equalized by laws? If 
they can’t, what’s the use of having these law shops, pouring 
cut to us the products of the hard-worked and poorly-paid 
employea with which they are filled? I imagine some fire- 
cating Anarchist will here try to’ interrupt me by the ques- 
tic nas to who the donkey is in this case; but I don’t Propose 
to be interrupted, ‘and even if he does get in his impertinence, 
increased by copious draughts of vile whisky (Anarchists al- 
ways drink vile whisky copiously), the only answer. J’ve got 
for him is that it is none of his business. If the newspapers 
tell the trath (and I never heard one tell-a lie), these lazy 
Anarchists don’t have any business, and tierefore nothing is 
their business. They’re nothing but a lot of kickers, any- 


way. No matter where you find an Anarchist, he’s always 


got his heels fying. (Of course, you will ‘understand this is 


“poetic license. “We'va got to Lave ‘a license for everything.) 
‘Now, over in Frenci,a jaw was passed recently for the bene- 
“fit ot women and chiidren. “It pre ii 

nights in sbhups and factories, and ‘also put’ a stop to ‘theiz 


working Sundays and legal holidays. “You know, Franco is 
honeyecmbed with these wretched ‘Anarchists, and these Wo- | 
men and children are some of them. © And, of course, they 
are kicking about this law. Those who set type on morning 
newspapers, work in ‘yestauranta, in the great markets in 
Paris, and in other occupations, say it will throw them out 
of work, and that the government will not furnish them food, 
clothes, and shelter. : Just as thoug!: it was the government’s’ 
business to furnish these things to people out of work! The 
evil of overwork is plain to every thinking person, and those 
who persist in it should be stopped by law. But, let me see; 
how is this? I am told that Anarchists don’t work. Oh, I 
see how it is. They are so contrary that, if they are not al- 
lowed to overwork themselves, they ‘won’t work ‘at all. 
Now, what is the reason the morning papers caanot be set 
up in the day time?) And can’s men be hired to run the re- 
staurants on Sunday? Or ought not the people who run the 
restaurants to have one day of rest in the week and enjoy the 
holidays as well as other folks? And what better day can 
it be than on the holy Sabbath day? This is the day set 
aside for the preachers to got in their work, and what aro 
they going to work on if the women and children don't have 
time to go to church? But I must stop. I could go on this 
way for a week, showing how unreasonable those Anarchists 
ere, but I would tire you and — and — 

Ch, yes, some one will ask, if some folks are prevented 
from working on Sunday, why should not all be prevented? 
Well, if you can’t answer a simple question like that for 
yourself, I’m not going to answer it for you. , 


Joserny A. LaABADIE. 


TO JUSTICE. 


Doff the thick veil that hides thy lovely visage, 
Justics!— tis tame— the veil which in thy childhood 
Sages flang o'er thee — ict us leuk upon thee 

in thine own beauty. 


Kind ‘was the thought — the countenance of evil 
Shoukdst thou not see, for thou wert its condemner; 
All the gold-piles of wealth-eacambered proud ones 
Doff the thick veil— hide thy bright eye nc longer; 
Crime is too bold — look on in sternest beauty; 
See, for -nankind are dragged to basest doings 

By their own blindnem. 


Eyes sharp as thine are watching how thon holdest 

High o'er thy head the svale; but leten, Goddess! 

Didst thon not hear a piece of gold thet tinkled 
In thine own balance? * 


Didet thou not know thy sword had lost its brightness? 

‘Trembled thy hand the wile a mighty villain 

Whispered, and threatened thee with wrath and vengeance? 
Yes, thy hand trembied. 

Didst thou not know that thou hadst beeh deluded 

By the vain pomp of words — hadst lost the apiri?, 

Seeking the letter, of thine holiest canon? 
Juaatice | unveil thee. 


Off with the veil — behold, the heaven is cloudless, 

And the sun ‘mounts in wnacenstomed glory. 

See, all mankind are sueing — wilt thon only 
Wear thine oki blindness? 


Frencis Vereeghi. 





iselves. Nevertheless, confidin in 
1, Shey mastered their indignation. 


and — the ——— a of 


But Father J Jean, —“ 


was being done and said. —— 
confused, wi 


He muttered ords between ‘his teeth. 
“Of what are you thinking We: aaked M. Dubreuil. 
. “Eh?” exclaimed the rag-pi 
goout. Good af — 
On the threshold he turned back to sa 
“You hold the most. honest girl in 
short time. You will hear from roe soon.” 
Then he added with emotion: - 
“Could not her old Father Jean —— her?” “ 
“No! .... she will be kept in secret confinement,” answered the m te. 
Joan went out with ‘an air of resignation, and fc::ad Camille pacing up and 
down the'street. 
“They keep her,” said Jean. 
“Well,” exclaimed he, beside himself, “let us free her by force.” 
“No, no madness. Leave it tome,” ‘answered Jean. 
long, believe me. . 


“ Go out.” 


is Come! oe 


CHAPTER XIV. 
FAVHER JEAN'S IDEA. Pes — 
Pore ce Nan ba perce named, Mme. Potard, alias Ga- 
ban broken bat n had reestablished her doubtful busi- 
esiding at births a ¢ te 


id not ati, suddenly insensible co what a 


ae, ralalng his. head. “Gh, to be sure! I raust 


the, world. as gailty. Bat it is only for a} 


= formerly. belonged to ra ed 
“She shall not stay there 


>} and all. Well, that’s ri 


~e 


_ 4 'Twent . that's right. I dreamed of a spice last Bight Abt if 
find the other ‘en now, that would make thirty . . . 3 niee com 
serie retire from business straightway.” - — 
@ Tose. 
“T muat-not Jone thepe at any rate,” she continued. “These cost 126 more.” 
Then, looking at the money, of continved ; : 
“To think that one does everything for hip no matter what * station that 
—— top of she stairs to the b bottom, rises for this, str: u 
s for. this; —— * 


Where ate — ey 
-And, seeing that Jean made 1 no move, ‘ne Fotã 
— wank — — th i ki with * 

“Qne moment.ꝰ rejoin: e eker, is 
Mie. Fotard e Fie — 3 


— said Jean. ae 
; The mi wife tapped her forehead and — to herself with profound f faith, it 


| ing of her 


SANT the spider, it was sure.” 
And drawing nearer to Jean, she said: 


“Let me see.” -* 


“Look!” said the rag- picker, saking the notes from the pocket book which hed 


The ones,” cried Mme. Poterd, b htenin; at the s ht of the notes “I 
— “Oh! apy wart TF ise tee Shar. rig 

And holding ont i ian hand, she gontinned wi beaming eyes: 

“Return them, the 


“Not oc fast, Madame,” said Jean. — 

Dh are mi — yor ‘ot a 1 them to me.” 
are mine, ou, wi 2% u, give them to me.” 

«Direotly, * amameied dont pray yo ® 

Mme. Fotard looked at him first in 

“Ah! 1 nd; 

— ete 

oul -Antoine.” 





claimed: “Ono, we want 
and censorship!” — 
Theso were ignorant Gecega ; 
» brougkt- up in the 
& pitying stile. But 
merican is really withe ; 
ignorant in regard to the: conce 
those peasants in regard tothe i 


ts, for.whom the Ame- 
| republican Aer: a 


— advanced in this ‘Kind of thing. Which elicited from 


“a preti, republic, this, not even no king. have they here!* 
» But th.s assumption of superiovity is not kindly received 
by the law and order loving American. . “You greendorn,”’ 
gays he, “ you imagine, then, that we repub!icans cannot do 
"all these thiage without a king which you in Earope cond Re 
longer accomplish out for auch arvler?. 

"We hang more persons in one year wiian onaot yonr larg- 
eat ‘kingdoms in ten; indeed, with the eXception «.! conzerva- 
“tive England and: ‘holy Russia, the c:hers have ubandsned the 

good. old custom of hanging entirely. : 
“In place of the few States among us whers no one niay 
any longer de legally executed, you have, for instance, the 
entire kingdom cf italy, whore likewise, in spite of a king, 
a death sentence inay no longer be prouounced. 
“Our judicial procedure is as tedious, as cumbersome, as 
costly, and as unreliable for him who is seeking justice as in 
“the most conservative of your kingdoms. 
"Our legal and documentary style is still more cluxasy, 
mors !ncompreuczsible,” and more —— A tacconta 
than \ywhore among you. 


vee Te Iiberty ot press ani apeech we can curb by means of 
: laws againt obscene iitsrature, blasphemy, and libel as well 


can bang anybody © the gallows for his words ‘and writingn, 
and. ¢ even for his 0: sinions, * wear of our new’ conspirwy 


ot tho coun 


tain longing after tho princely: eplendor of by-gone days. | therefore government ig absolutely needed! Now. a 


ae 


Credit must at least be accorded the 1clers by divine graca 
bi i admitiing their attitude towards liberty frankly and hon- 
estly. ‘ Dorchleuciting ” of Mecklenburg gave strict orders 
that the pernicious word “liberty”? must not be allowed to 
cross his boundaries, as Fritz Reuter relates in his “ iTrgc - 
schichte von Mecklenburg’’; the late Emperor Wilhelm de- 
precated the humbug of calling tle wars of 1813-15 “ liberty 
warts” (Freiheitskriege), wherefore they were re-baptized 
into the “‘ wars of liberation ’’ (Befretungakriege) ; Bismarck 
returned the resolutions of condolence on the death of Lasker, 
the champion of liberty, to the American. Congress. 

’ This proceeding, at any rate, shows the gentlemen juzi 
mentioned in a favorable light as cumpared with the lew and 
arder republican; for likerty either is what the latter under- 
stands it to be (and i: ‘hit cage the a; tipathy towards. ii 
would be but praivswori's). or it is something different and 
better; in which cass ws at least know how we stan? with 


the gentlemen. — 


Now, true liberty cannot correspond to the notion, just de- 


| scribed, held by the law and order republican; for the fruita 


thereof as enuvnerated are the fruits of authority. Rat if 
liberty agreed so well with authority, rulers by divine right 
would rather evince preference 4 for than antipathy towards it. 
‘Tras liberty implies rather the abolitivn of aucbority, and 
that differs from and isa superior thing altogether to law and 
order liberty. ! 

When we have come to understand this, we ahall know 
from’ what robbers we must rescuc liberty and against what 
enemies we must deferd it. Concerning these robbors and 
enemies the rulers by. divine grace do not leave us in the 
dark, and if indeed their overthrow is no small matter, yet, 
with the clear. knowledge of the obstacles to be. overcome, 
the most difficult part of the task is accomplished. * 

By far more malicious and dangerous enemies of liberty, 
ow the other hand, oppose us in this repubiic, where, under 
cover of base abuse of the word liberty, its opposite, author- 
ity, is boing cherished and cultivated, while the evils arising 
out 0% authority are placed at the door of real liberty. ‘Thus 
Wo but too often observe to our sorrow that even honest and 
thoughtfu’ ,uzsone expect. tu.cecure the bleasings of uiberty 


| from an extension of authority, while: hoping to remove the 


evils of authority by a restriction of liberty; and if in the 
midst of the. most glowing panegyric upon liberty they hear 
its more precise expresaion, tho word ‘ Anarchisin,’’ they are 
struck with terror, and close their ear in superstitious fear 
against al? arguments of reason. 

Wherever in history we find the greatest human progress, 
there we also behold the greatest liberty; but where there is 
the greatest liberty, there is the least authority. I shell 
leave it to the friendly reader to prove this. astertlon by 
the facts of history. 

For inyself two facts are well established — 
liberty. 

First, that true liberty cannot join hands with authority. 

Second, that wrongs which are apparently due to liberty, 
and which are urged to justify its restriction, are caveed, 
not by liberty, but by a violation of it. 

' With regard to the first poirt, liberty must be defined as 
the coadition where all have equal rights. Every increase 
ot the rights of one beyond this limit: implies.a decrease of 
the rights of others below it. As soon as, in defining liberty, 
we lose sight of society at large, we can describe every act 
of tyranny as liberty and charg: it with all sorts of violence. 
Absolute liberty, as it is ignorantly and maliciously being re- 
presented ‘as the Anarchistic ideal, is nonsense. Absolute 


| liberty can ever be bat one-sided; for if the one may do al! 


his heart desires, the the others may no longor have any, 
will whatever. Absolute liberty is consequertly identical 
with absolute despotissa; which means for society at large | t 


abaclute loss of Jiberty. Between this extreme and true | 


liberty: we find innumerable gradations, in which the despot- 
ism of individuals is alwazs followed by a corresponding loss 
of liberty on the part of society. 

When we consider that all these authoritarian infringe- 
| din on Hberty are explained and justified on thy ground 
that they are meant to protect the rights and liberties of all 
| against the aggressions of individuals, we are vividly re- 
mindud of the celebrated Dr. Eisenbart, who, when cilled to 

treat legs afflicted with the gout, cut them off. That is in- 
; deed a radical cure for the gout. The writer knew a. very 
‘healthy mab who banged himself out of fear that he might 
become a prey to consumption. To this category of remedies 
belongs also authority when itis recommended as a shield of 
Mberty.. Whe no liberty is left, there 7 course: ‘it can. no 
longer by) vickated. 

Bat whoy« office var. it be, if not the State's, to see to it 
that no encrosshments are insde by individuals upon the 
rights and liberties of society, since men differ 0 greatly, as 
well 


Yo. ‘Now I mast consous that the very grea 


to physical strengih and tatellectual: capacity |. 
ect tu thalr native sense of, right and equity ? . 


from claiming the possibility (even in the absence 


natural inequalities among people; they will and must make 
themselves felt. But I now ask: “ Does government, then, 
obviate this evil; is it nov, indeed, in iteelf a restriction of 
liberty; are the evils created by it smaller or greater than 
those which would appear in its absence?” 

Now, what are some of the worst examples that are urged 
as the porsible consequences of the absence of government, 
and on the streagth of which the friends of luw and order 
would prove and illustrate the impossibility of such a condi- 
tion? They are grewsome robber stories, taken. from the 
lives of the James brothers, | the Williams brothers, the 
Younger brothers, Billy the Kid, snd others. Sneh things 
could and would | happen inthe absence of government, there- 
fora the no-government ides isimpossible of realization in so- 
ciety. Strange how perso’ will make fools of themselves 
by raing their own arg ; 
— it!” _ Whereve 


wk an, after the work had been done by. otters, ‘the —— 
again resumed their authority, . they very oiten gave the 
criminals an opportunity to escape: merited eae Opes as 


and Frank Jamies. . 

These ‘examples, then, all testify. — — govern- 
ment and in favor of liberty. The. 6 ls which might ‘arise 
under liberty do ay appear under government; liberty 

: t 


ment iS practising constantly. In ‘the name of ; goverm 

are committed coercion and murder; ; but the victims thereof 
m=z offor no resistance ; the wrongdoers are protected against 
the revenge of the friends and relatives cf their victims; and 
the shims for the committed crime falls alsc, not on the 
criminal, but on the victim. ‘Thus government. paves | ‘the 
way for the commission of especially heinous crimes, and én- 
courages many a one whese ritoral cowardice would have 
kept him from the carecr ot the criminal to get over this 
difficulty. 

It we, therefora, nevertheless admit that in the absence of 
government violations of liberties and rights can and mast 
occur, still we have the best of reasons to pretor no-govern- 
ment to government as the losser evil. 

Many. who already understand : this yet fail to see in the 
accamulation of wealth in the hands of ihe few, and in the 
corresponding impoverishment of the masses, anything but 
an excrescence of liberty, and this leads me to the considera- 
tion of the second fact laid down above,— namely, that 
wrongs which apparently fail to the door of liberty, and are 
urged to justify ita — are not dus to liberty, but te 
a violation of it. 

Railroad menopolies, land ‘monopolies, telegraph mono- 
polies, coal monopolies, monopolies in ali things that man re- 
quires for his existence, are explained as having arisen because 
the State, the government, did i ‘Tertrict. ‘them. If this 


rent, How is this to be ex- 
n raised + zoinst us with much 
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side, liberty to remain unrestricted, and by so limiting it on 
the other aide as to make it absolutely powerless against the 
encroachments on the part of the former. ~ 

But now the State would be just and remove existing in- 
equalities by also Huittang a little the hitherto unrestricted 
liberty of the powerful in ordor that its abuse may not scan- 
dalize the world. Would it not be more reasonable rather to 
remove all fetters? In this case no’ such wnequal ‘forces 
would be opposed to escli other, and the abuse of liberty 
could no longer assume {ts present immense proportions. 

it has never yet heen known that the unlawful pursuit of 
robbery, even where it was fu fall bloom, called down upon 

a great und fertile country a general calamity. But in this 
country it happens every few years that a popniation of fifty 
tmaillions experienve a shock as though the earth were giving 
way under their feot. This is often the work of a single one 
of those powerful ones, pagainut ‘whom ‘the State protects us so 
paternally. The uatawtal robbers dare not: overstep'a cer- 
tain measure of endurance, Teat — arouse — on the 





ditions which are held ap to us a8 the possible and probable 
terrible consequences of. they are the outgrowth 
of absolute liberty, which is y only under the régime 
of absolute authority. | “True lberty ine. apatible with 
authority, and if its ideal form thay not be realized on ac- 
count of the natural inequalities among mankind, yet the 
evil cannot ‘be mitigated by aathority, bet onig. made worse. 
ie -Paur Berwia. 
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